
BUTTE COUNTY 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION 

Friday, November 15, 2002 
Minutes 

 
Held at the Mira Loma Drive county offices, the meeting was called to order at 8:36 a.m. 
 
 
Item 1: Introductions 
 
Commissioners present: Marian Gage, Gary House, Vice-Chair Mark Lundberg, Sandra Machida, and Linda 
Moore. 
Commissioners absent: Chair Patricia Cragar, Jane Dolan, Karen Marlatt, and Gene Smith. 
Staff present: Cheryl Giscombe and Eva Puciata. 
Staff absent: None. 
 

Mark Murgia, Associate Director of the Community Action Agency, and DeAnne Blankenship of the 
American Lung Association (representing the Tobacco Prevention Coalition) were also present. 
 
 
Item 2: Agenda Review 
 

Action Items (3, 7, and 8) were tabled due to lack of a quorum). Items were moved to accommodate the 
three mini-grantees presenting, and the bio-break was moved to after the Staff Report.  
 
 
Item 9: Mini-Grant Presentation # 1 
 
 In introducing Mark Murgia, Vice-Chair Mark Lundberg asked Commissioners if they could list three 
branches of the Community Action Agency (CAA), which are Head Start, Esplanade House, and the Senior 
Food Program. They also manage the surplus commodities distribution for five counties, and the warehouse is in 
Oroville. CAA employs 250 people. Murgia is new to CAA, and started working with the Esplanade House in 
September 2002. 
 Esplanade House is transitional housing, not an emergency shelter, and is located north of Orchard 
Lane. Families plan to be there between 6 to 9 months. It’s a 13-unit complex, with plans for expansion. 
Currently there are 14 adults and 21 children at the House with 17 under age 5. Families come in thru referral 
sources, hoping to become self-sufficient. Counselors at Esplanade House put them through training to help 
them with life skills: budgeting, counseling, recovery, etc. They also have a licensed childcare center. 

The childcare center is very important to the Esplanade House. It supports the children while the parents 
do the work they signed up to do. The center has three rooms and is broken into infant/toddlers, pre-schoolers, 
and elementary. Partitions separate the groups. Parents are required to participate in the childcare center. 

The van for the childcare center is very important, and is being using to take children and pregnant 
women to the doctor, etc. There are in-house volunteers when the families can’t get to the specialists: doctors, 
dentists, registered nurses, nutritionists, psychologists, etc. Some of the local doctors give free time to the House 
(Dr. Incaudo, and Dr. Greg Webb). 

Chico State students are coming in and helping with learning activities for the children and child 
development interns are tutoring kindergartners. Master’s of Social Work interns are helping with assessments 
and referrals to behavioral health. 

Murgia ended by reading the Summary and said CAA is doing very well financially compared to prior 
years. Our funds helped pay for grant writing, winning about $650K. CAA will continue participating under the 
Behavioral Health BCCFC big grant. A large proportion of the House population is dealing with mental health 
issues, and physical health issues including abuse and sedentary lifestyles. 
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Item 3: Approval of Draft October 18, 2002 Minutes  
 

Due to lack of quorum, tabled to December 6, 2002. 
 
 
Item 4: Administration Committee Report  
 
 Cheryl reported. No meeting was held for the committee during November. Next scheduled meeting is 
December 6. Primary focus will be determining policy for funding requests that come in outside of the formal 
bid process. 
 Marian asked if the Admin. Committee will start the Evaluation process, and was answered that it has 
not yet been determined. We need to hire an evaluator and recommends the Admin. committee investigate 
possibilities and look into the staffing situation. 
 
 
Item 6: Staff Report 
 

Cheryl reported some reasons for the name change from State Commission to First 5 California: Prop 10 
and Children and Families Commission are bureaucratic sounding. Some commissions are changing the name 
completely; some are just adding First 5 as a brand name. First 5 is suggested to be used as a tag line on 
everything sent out to the public, to be in line with the State’s use of First 5. The Dec. 10 media training will go 
into why we should go with First 5. 

PACE evaluation – Cheryl looked into Siskiyou County's report  (who were included early on). There is 
no cost for this report since PACE is covering costs for the evaluation effort.  

Regarding travel reimbursement for non-commission employees: Robbyn Pollard of the Public Health 
Dept. is interested in going to the MAA (Medi-Cal Administrative Activities) workshop. Gary House is the 
official MAA/TCM (Targeted Case Management) coordinator for Butte County, but Robbyn does the work, 
she’s the expert.  

Grantees would also have to go through the county MAA/TCM coordinator for help. Is sending Robbyn 
a Commission decision, or does the Program Manager have the authority per the Bylaws? Bylaws only speak to 
Commissioners and staff. Barbara Riley, the financial consultant from TASC, kept talking about MAA, so 
maybe Robbyn and a Commission staff person should attend. This MAA training is specific to Prop 10. 

Mark Murgia said his agency would be interested in having a contact, such as Robbyn, for MAA help. 
Using the word "public," may open our funding travel for just about anyone. The State Commission is 

moving toward inviting partners. Workshops are free for partners. The question is will we, Butte County, pay 
for lodging and travel expenses. The bills could be large. 

The Bylaws state the Program Manager (PM) has authority for up to $5K. The intention is to empower 
the PM to make decisions on behalf of the BCCFC. Bylaws state if a Commissioner is traveling by air or staying 
overnight, it is a Commission decision, unless, in the interest of time, the Chair and PM can make the decision. 

Cheryl was directed to prepare a draft to change the Bylaws to address the issue of sending a non-
Commissioner or non-staff person to a conference for the purpose of furthering Commission business, and 
that the $5K discretion pertains to non-overnight travel. 

The Commission will have to do some business on December 6 when it meets for the School Readiness 
application approval, as we do not have a quorum today. The meeting will probably last from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
The strategic plan could also be discussed during this meeting. 

Cheryl moved to Staff Development, saying interviews will be held during the days just before 
Thanksgiving. We're hoping to hire a Program Administrative Analyst. This person will facilitate the long put-
off Evaluation of Commission work at the local and statewide level. 

The TASC Mental Health workshop given in Oakland had exciting material presented. It gave a good 
handle on how to help children with behavioral problems and help staff facilitate solutions to these problems.  

A handout titled "HelpCentral.Org," explaining the Butte County Information and Referral System 
Project was passed out. The Children's Services Coordinating Council will be back in January to give a report on 
the project. 
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Eva Puciata presented the financial reports/plans. Two budgets were shown: one developed by the 

Commission and one the Butte County Auditor developed. The auditor’s budget is slightly less than that of the 
Commission’s. The BC Auditor was asked to change it to what the Commission had established but said the 
budget was correct for their purposes. Tracking two budgets if difficult and causes problems for year-end 
reporting. Staff plans to use the auditor’s budget since the auditor knew of some costs/expenses the Commission 
didn’t identify. It’s common to prepare and submit a budget only to have it revised by an auditor or finance 
department to be more in line with their expectations about expenses.  

Last month Wally Rowe, our independent auditor, suggested we send a letter to the Butte County 
auditor to explain the undocumented expenses. An e-mail response has been received saying they don’t want to 
give the documentation saying it would greatly increase our cost. In some instances, the handling charge will 
exceed the department charge. He asked if we wanted to renegotiate a new contract and explained that the 
monthly allocations are estimates based on historical use. Quarterly, they look at actual usage and make 
adjustments. The Admin. Committee will look into what documentation the Commission wants and how to 
respond to the BC auditor. 

The financial plan shows that no new monies will be available until fiscal year 2004-2005. All the 
monies are earmarked for expenditure and reserve so that we can stay in business for 10 years. There are no 
extra funds to fund new programs.  

 
 
With the entrance of the Chapman PACE Center coordinator, Sherry Zeno, and several moms, Vice-

Chair Mark Lundberg directed the agenda turn to presentations again after a bio-break at 10:20. The meeting 
resumed at 10:27a.m. 
 
Item 9: Mini-Grant Presentation # 2 
 

  Sherry Zeno, reporting for the Chapman PACE Center, said she brought Parent Educators and moms. 
The mini-grant helped provide quality childcare while parents learned English. Parent/child interactive literacy 
activities, adult education, early childhood education, and parenting skills were learned. One of their strengths is 
the longevity of the staff. 
 MyLee, a 10-year veteran Family Advocate working for the Center, and interpreter, introduced moms. 
ChoLee said, through MyLee's interpretation, she was grateful for the help she received to be the first teacher for 
her kids, and the great location for the Hmong community to learn English. Her children had fun at the childcare 
center, and she felt safe leaving her children there, as she trusted the teacher very much. ChoLee has been in the 
program since 96', but has come in and out. 
 Francis Dolcan, a Spanish-speaking Parent Educator/Family Advocate, introduced two moms named 
Maria. One said it was a pleasure to be here, and was grateful for the chance to improve her English. She has 
been in the States for 3 ½ years and in the program for 2 ½ years. Her children enjoy arts and crafts while she 
learns to read. Having her kids in the childcare center helps her kids be comfortable with other kids. The other 
Maria said she has been in the States for 3 years. She likes the programs, as the parent is the most important 
teacher of children. 
 
 
Item 9: Mini-Grant Presentation # 3 
 Kiyomi Bird and Aimee Myles of Butte County Public Health presented for the Butte County Children's 
Dental Project, a planning grant. Lots of children in the county are not receiving the dental care they need. Data 
was collected thru surveys of dentists and consumers. 
 68 surveys were returned from dentists. 50% of children are on Medi-Cal, but only 15% dentists take it. 
For dentists to accept Medi-Cal, they want more money, and an improved show rate. Dentists are willing to take 
Healthy Families (which is Blue Cross and reimburses at a higher rate than Delta) over Medi-Cal. 

80% of the dentists use fluoride, and most believe in public fluoridation. Mark (Public Health Officer 
for the County) said if one is getting fluoride in the water, having it in another product, like toothpaste, is too 
much fluoride. 
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Recommendations from dentists are: 1) More Medi-Cal billing training; 2) Recruit dentists to the area 
willing to treat young children; 3) Prevention, education, outreach; 4) Client advocacy services; 5) Rotating 
dentist referral system; 6) Legislation/Policy. 
 Consumer surveys were primarily done at Head Start. A toothbrush and paste gift was used to get 
greater survey return. When parents are asked what dental services are needed for the child, 52% say treatment 
services. But most dentists won't even screen children under age 5. When asked if they would treat children, 
dentists said, "It depends."--It depends on the child's behavior. Only 9% of dentists will provide treatment to a 
child. Both Del Norte clinics and Feather River Tribal Health are having trouble finding a dentist who can work 
with children. 
  
 
Item 7: Strategic Plan Committee Report 
 

Cheryl reported. Steve Kaplan suggested the Commission work towards a focus on “Outcomes” rather 
than “Strategies,” to get an Outcomes-based Strategic Plan (SP). Steven even talked about renaming the SP to 
something else, an answer his question "So what? How do children and families benefit?" Hopefully we'll have 
a refined vision for the next funding round, anticipated for July 2004. The SP process is unfolding, in Steven's 
work with other counties, the process of refining the SP has evolved to a higher level. We are shifting the focus 
to include Advisory group input. County commissions didn't have good criteria for funding rounds in their first 
rounds of grants. The primary focus of the last SP meeting was to get good criteria with the Advisory Groups. 

After this December, TA for counties is going away. TASC will only provide Regional Trainings. 
Before going along with an initiative with the State, we'll have to ask, is it in line with Butte's SP? In a 

way, we are just going along with the State; for example, the State has been slow in doing an Evaluation, and we 
haven't started either. A while back SRI had a grant to do a State Report card, but it didn't happen. 

The criteria used back in May/June were revisited. The five priority areas identified were looked at, and 
recommendations were made. A strong recommendation was that when looking at future proposals for funding, 
the commission consider giving extra points to projects/programs that demonstrate a successful history of 
addressing the current priority areas, to those agencies demonstrating the outcomes we're looking for. 

Advisory Group recommendations are listed in the handout. 
Mark said the people who did the extensive work should be acknowledged. Certificates should be 

prepared, something nice to look good on their office walls. Cheryl will e-mail the names of participants to the 
Commissioners. 

Marian said it seems we keep asking people what the needs are, except now we're calling them issues. 
More time is needed to evaluate the advisory group recommendations. Will advisory recommendations 
supercede the current SP and the current focus areas? The SP Committee should meet to discuss the process of 
incorporating the advisory group recommendation. The final language in the Recommendations document is 
easy to understand. A health advisory group needs to be included. 
 
 
Item 10: Announcements 

 
None. 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:46 a.m. 

Minutes by Eva Puciata and Josie Smith of An Executive Assistant. 


